
Subject: Saskatchewan Flood and Natural Hazard Risk Assessment – Workshop/Consultation -ON BEHALF OF 
JOHN EDWARDS 
 
Saskatchewan’s Ministry of Government Relations is undertaking an assessment of natural hazard risks to our 
communities, infrastructure and economy.  Natural hazards such as floods, fires and drought cause serious 
impacts and affect people’s lives.  The intensity, duration, frequency and variability of these risks are changing, 
and forcing people and industry to adapt.  The goal of this work is to better understand how Saskatchewan can 
strengthen its capacity and resiliency to cope with natural disasters.  
 
The assessment will be completed by a consultant team led by the Saskatchewan Research Council.  An 
important component of their work is to gather data from key agencies, including provincial ministries, to 
identify the range of known disaster risks and existing mitigation measures. The work also requires gathering 
data from a wide range of stakeholders with natural disaster experience and local knowledge, and gathering 
data from specific sectors with expertise on how natural disasters affect social, economic and environmental 
interests. 
 
We request your help and invite you (or your representative) to participate in one of six regional stakeholder 
workshops.  You have specific knowledge and expertise of how natural disasters affect your sector, your 
jurisdiction, your social communities, and your local infrastructure, economy and environment.  You also have 
specific knowledge of local disaster preparedness capacity, what is working, and what may need to be 
improved to mitigate risks and impacts. 
 
Please advise your interest and commitment to attend one of the workshops.  We are planning for each 
workshop to include a mix of local stakeholders and some targeted subject matter experts.  Your specific 
natural disaster experience and local knowledge are essential data for this work. If you are not able to attend 
but are interested in providing input, a questionnaire is available upon request.  
 
Stakeholder Workshop Dates (Time: 9:00 - 16:00; full day attendance is requested; lunch provided): 
May 31 – Yorkton                 June 1 – Saskatoon 
June 14 – Prince Albert         June 15 - La Ronge 
Jun 20 – Swift Current          June 21 – Regina 
 
Please identify who will attend, and note which workshop date/location.  Email susan.royko@gov.sk.ca no later 
than April 21, 2017, so we can finalize planning.  A confirmation email to attendees will be sent out in May, 
along with the location details and background information.  Thank you. 
Name:                                                                                                     
Position Title:                                                                                          
Organization:                                                                                            
Address & Phone #:                                                                                                
Contact Email:                                                                                           

 
John Edwards, Executive Director 

  
Susan Royko (on behalf of John Edwards) 

Policy and Program Services  
Government Relations 
1540-1855 Victoria Avenue 
REGINA SK  S4P 3T2 
Phone: (306) 787-2653  Fax: 787-5822 
susan.royko@gov.sk.ca  
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Introduction
Every year, Saskatchewan faces the possibility of disaster 
stemming from natural hazards such as severe weather, 
drought, wildfires, and floods. The province, the federal 
government, municipalities and individuals pay the costs 
arising from these disasters. As the costs increase, disaster 
mitigation measures (dykes, berms, building codes, land 
use planning, etc.) become more cost effective.

Disaster mitigation measures can greatly reduce the costs 
and suffering incurred during and after a disaster event. 
They are estimated to have a 4:1 return (long-term) on 
investment. A risk assessment is the first step in mitigating 
disasters and helps prioritize the greatest hazard risks. 

Saskatchewan Government Relations (GR), through the 
Saskatchewan Research Council (SRC), along with its 
research partners, is conducting a Saskatchewan Flood and 
Natural Hazard Risk Assessment for the province, which 
is being funded by the federal and provincial governments 
under the National Disaster Mitigation Program (NDMP). 
This risk assessment will:

• identify our most significant natural hazard types; 
• assess the frequency that various natural hazards occur; 
• assess the associated risk that natural hazards 

have for people, infrastructure, buildings, and the 
environment; and

• consider the impact of climate change on the 
frequency and magnitude of natural hazards. 

A critical part of the risk assessment includes consultations 
and stakeholder workshops, including: 

• Municipal and Rural Government Sector 
representatives 

• First Nations Communities 
• Government agencies (provincial, federal) 

Saskatchewan Flood and Natural
Hazard Risk Assessment
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• Industry 
• Academia 
• Other organizations and individuals representing 

interests in development, infrastructure, natural 
hazard disaster preparedness or that have experienced 
disasters. 

SRC, with Walker Projects, Inc., R. Halliday & Associates 
and E. Wheaton, will be holding 6 workshop sessions in 
spring and summer 2017 across the province (dates to 
be announced). Two sessions will be held in the north, 
two in central Saskatchewan and two in the south. These 
sessions will provide municipalities and other public 
safety stakeholders with an opportunity to identify their 
most critical hazard vulnerabilities for inclusion in the 
assessment. The sessions will also assist the SRC project 
team in gaining local knowledge of where hazards exist and 
of mitigation measures currently in place. 

Outcome
This project will assess Saskatchewan’s resiliency 
and vulnerabilities to risks from natural hazards. The 
assessment will inform and help the province prioritize 
flood and natural hazard mitigation measures (e.g. future 
targeted floodplain mapping, mitigation planning and/or 
structural works within the province).

Follow-up
If you are interested or represent an organization interested 
in participating at one of the workshops, email your Name, 
Title, Organization represented, and Contact Information to 
the Saskatchewan Ministry of Government Relations: 
Susan.Royko@gov.sk.ca to be put on the contact list. 

Left: The 2001-02 drought caused $1.6B drop in Saskatchewan’s 
Agriculture & $3.6B drop in Canada’s agriculture. 
Right: Intense rain runoff (June 2010) destroyed lanes of No. 1 
Trans-Canada Highway north of Maple Creek.

La Ronge Wildfires July 2015; 13,000 people were evacuated; 1.8 M 
hectares of forest burned.
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